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observe the ceremonies. This is not to say he was free from idolatrous
superstitions. The religious life of a Chinese village at that time was
a mixture of the magic of Taoism with its charms against innumer-
able evil spirits, Buddhist masses for the dead, and the lofty ethics
and a respect for custom derived from Confucius.
When anything went wrong on the farm, or Choyhung was visited
by the tail of a typhoon, or scourged with some spreading sickness;
then, it was said, the gods were angry or some evil spirit was about
his machinations. Tai-cheong was taken sometimes by his father
to the temple; there to prostrate his small body before the three
wooden gods, lacquered into a shiny semblance of ferocious mortals,
to beseech their intervention in protection of the village- Buck Tai,
the idol in the middle, seemed to Tai-cheong especially fierce, with
one of his hands raised as though to command and the other brand-
ishing a long-handled sword.
Years later, when Sun Tai-cheong was the man Sun Yat-sen, he
fell in with an American, named Paul Linebarger, a Circuit Judge
in the Philippine Islands, who recorded many of Sun's recollections
of childhood. Some of these may be encrusted with adult reflec-
tions, and it is a poor mind that does not idealise its own past; but
shorn of their reflections they are important.
One story, relating to the foot-binding of Tai-cheong's sister, can
hardly be doubted. It was a widespread custom to bind the feet of
little gkk hi order that the grown woman might have "lily" feet.
This had nothing to do with the "seclusion9* of women, as in other
parts of Asia, for although the practice made it difficult for a woman
to walk it was common to see countrywomen with "lily" feet
hobbling about in the fields doing farm work. It was merely a
fashion; as it was, at one time, fashionable in England for women
to deform themselves by tight-lacing. The custom did not obtain
in all parts of China and was rather unusual amongst the Cantonese,
but Tai-cheong's mother had "lily" feet and despised women who
had not. Naturally she wished her own little daughter to have the
same advantage, for without "lily" feet a girl had less chance of
making a good marriage. The process of binding the feet was very
painful and night after night the child moaned in agony, unable to
sleep. At last Tai-cheong pleaded with his mother: "The pain is
too great for her! Please do not bind the feet of my sister," The
absurd suggestion brought the obvious reply: "How can your sister
obtain *lily' feet if she does not endure the pain?"
There is another story of a similar protest against the practice of